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Kgypt Turning Ney 


_ HeikaPs Ere Over 
By Jim Hoagland ' 
Washington Post Fortivn Service 
BLIRUT, Feb. 3—The abrupt removal 
of Kgypt’s best-known political commen- 
tator Mohamed Hassanein Ucikal, from 


his post as director of Cairo’s Al Ahram~ 


publishing house this weekend ig an epi- 


_ taph for an cra in the Arab world. 


As editor of the daily Al Ahram, Heikal 
- possessed influence well beyond that of 
a well-connected journalist. Under his 
‘close friend, the late President Gamal 
Abdel Nasser, Heikal helped make [gyp- 
tian policy, His weekly columns often 
provided the world with the only clues 
as to what was going on in Nasser’s 
closed system. 


Vriday’s column, a thinly veiled attack 


on the warm relationship that Nasser’s 
“successor, President Anwar Sadat, is de- 


veloping with the Nixon administration, 


‘was apparently Heikal’s last. 
Less than 24 hours after it appeared, 
va Dae decree was issued strip- 
ping Heilkal of his post at Al Ahram and 
naming him as a press adviser to Sadat. 
- The move could only be a calculated in- 
‘ sult, to aman of Heikal’s considerable ego. 


Friday’s column may have been a last 
straw. 
of Heikal’s apparent downfall He has 
‘Tong been at odds with Sadat who, as 


he has gradually strengthened his hold | 


> on Egypt. has effectively shunted off to 
’ oblivion most of. the chief figures fo the 
Nasser era. 
The cemoval will reverberate iheaualy 
out the Arab world, where Heikal was 
. the most, widely read. political writer of 


his day. Libya’s leader, Col. Muammar ties were unnonular and an intense feeling of Egyp- 
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But it alone was not the cause - 


‘with the 
‘currents of Fgyptian politics, - 
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press jobs. Yesterday, sine 
named the grateful Ali 


:Amin Heikal's replacement 


at Al Ahram. 


Al Ahram is’ the infellec- 
{ual flagship of the active, if 
officially muzzled Cairo 
press.’ The 49-vear-old 
Heikal, who became editor 
paper in 1959, 
shrewdly builf around it a 
publishing empire {hat is 
the envy of the third world. 


_ Al Ahram publishes books 
and magazines and is the 
largest distributor 
printed material in Egypt. 
Nominally owned by Egypt’s 

only political party, the 
Arab Socialist Wnion, the 
company imports some com- 
goods for retail 
sales, and Heikal housed it 
in an ultra-modern printing 


plant and office building. 


Moreover, Weikal  col- 
lected the <Arab- world’s 
most widely respected and 
politically diverse stable of 
journalists, thinkers and 


-writers for the publications 


under his command. He 
maintained a group of study 
institutes that collectively 
form the Arab world’s most 
important think t tanks. 
Cynics ‘maintain that 
Heikal has manipulated this 
political diversity to float 
rapidly changing 


bringing lef{twing writers to 
the fore when rightist poli- 
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This Jed him to distribute 
his spleen evenly between 
the Soviet Union and the 
United States. Several 


- months befare Sadat's sud- 


of Russian 
Heikal 


den expulsion 
military advisers, 


was sniping weekly at the’ 


Kremlin, which replied by- 
publicly demanding his head 
in the Moscow press. 

Now, with Sadat giving ef- 
‘fusive praise to Secretary of 
State Henry. Kissinger and 
President Nixon, Heikal has 
privately been saying that 
Sadat is foolish ‘to place so 
much trust in a weakened 
‘and still untrustworthy U.S. 
adthinistration. His columns 
since November have 
skirted close to repeating 
this sentiment publicly. 

_ Such criticism 
those who view Heikal as es- 
sentially pro-Western. This 
impression is reinforced 
by his taste for Juxury and 
the capitalist skilk with 


ings outside Egypt. Heikal, 
who stands five feet six 
inches tall, sportS expen- 


- sively tailored suits and the , 


longest and most expensive 
imported cigars in Cairo. 
Close associates say that 


‘Heikal’s recent eriticisms of 


the United States stem from 
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Stories circulated in Cairo - 
that Sadat had tried to let 
Heikal down easily Wy ask- 
ing him to become minister 
of information. é 
Heikal reportedly refused . 
‘the job, which he held for 
five months before Nasser’s 
The job that- Sadat 
ordered him to take Friday 
night is even less prestigu- 
ous, having been held in the 
recent past by able but es- 


“sentially uninfluential civil 


servants. | 

News agencies reported 
from Cairo today that 
Heikal has. also turned 
down the press adviser job, 
but gave no élues to his fu- 
ture plans. 

Although in eclipse, 
Helkal should probably not 


be counted out prematurely. 


He maintains extensive po- 
litical contacts in the Arab 
world and in the West, and 
can trade on. the Nasser 


Cairo newsmen éxpect 
further changes in the Egyp- 


. tian media, to accompany a 
which he has sold his writ- ; 


general cabinet change that 
_ has been predicted for 
weeks but which now seems 
to have been delayed until 
next month, 3 

To replace Heikal as 
chairman of the board at 
the Al Alham_ publishing 
house, Sadat named his Dep-- 
uty Premier and Informa- 
tion Minister Abdel Kader 
Hlatem., The early betting 
Nas- 
ser’s chief. domestic propa- 
pandist, would‘be the chief 
victim of the coming cabinet 
change, 


Bul. government sources 


‘yrevort that Hatem, a skilled 


bureaucratic infighter 
not coincidentally. a hitter 
encmy of  Heikal, has 
mounted a strong counter 
attack and is pressing Sadat 
to let him remain in a pow- 
erful position. 


and, 


